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Educational Feature – 7th June, 2019 
HONESTY    RESPONSIBILITY     CARE    RESPECT    EXCELLENCE 

Dr. Lyn Sharratt   
 
This year as a Wangaratta Network we have being working with Dr. Lyn Sharratt.  Lyn is a highly 
accomplished practitioner, researcher, author, and presenter. She holds a BA in Social Work from the 
University of Waterloo, a BEd from the University of Western Ontario, an MEd from the Ontario 
Institute for Studies in Education, a Doctorate in Education from the University of Toronto, and 
Supervisory Officer qualifications from the Province of Ontario. 
 
She coordinates the doctoral internship program in the Leadership, Higher and Adult Education 
Department at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. She has worked in 
four school districts across Ontario as a Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, School 
Superintendent, Administrator, Curriculum Leader, and a K–10 and Special Education teacher. 
 
As part of this work, we are reading her book ‘Clarity’. Within this text Lyn discusses the importance of 
schools engaging the community and working as one to support every child’s learning within our 
school.  
 
We know that parents are our learners’ first teachers and as their first teachers you can be hugely 
influential leaders in the learning for, with, and beside each students. For this reason in this weeks 
Educational Feature we have decided to share with you 5 questions that you can ask your child about 
their day at school as well as supportive questions that you may like to ask at the upcoming parent / 
teacher interviews (26th and 27th June).  
 
5 Questions Parents Can Ask Their Children  

1. What did you learn today? If they reply with nothing ask your child, what subject areas did 
you cover and what strategies did you learn in a particular subject (reading, mathematics, 
writing, Bluearth, music, Italian, library / science, art)? 

2. How did you go? 
3. What did you do if you didn’t understand?  
4. How can you improve on your learning?  
5. What are you most proud of?  

 
5 Questions Parents Can Ask Their Teachers 

1. What is my child learning?  
2. How is she or he doing? 
3. How do you know (how she or he is doing)? 
4. How can she or he improve? 
5. What supports are available for me to provide help and can you help me access this? When 

can we check in again?  
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Asking such questions will help support your child to help build their understanding and confidence of 
what they have been learning throughout a day/week/month. It will also help them understand that 
they can be an independent learner and to seek out support if they are having trouble understanding a 
concept. This may be by asking the peer beside them, by using charts around the room that they have 
created with the teachers and their classmates or by asking the teacher for further clarification. Each 
of these avenues are acceptable answers and depending on the support needed will achieve the right 
outcome.  
Please also reinforce the idea that taking risks when learning is incredibly important and the more 
mistakes that we make, the more that we will learn.   
 
Jeremy Campbell - Principal 
Oxley Primary School is committed to Nurturing confident, lifelong learners, in a friendly rural community 
 
 

 
         

 

 


